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[Abstract] The SONG’s collated version and newly carved version of Qianjin Yaofang contain 13 corre—
sponding formulas containing Zhenzhu (Cinnabar) and Zhenzhu (Pearl) with different names. By comprehensively
sorting out the variant readings of the drug names Zhenzhu (Cinnabar) and Zhenzhu (Pearl) in the two versions
and combining relevant records in herbal literature, this paper explores the causes of the variant readings of
drug names in Qiarjin Yaofang. Based on the development of the understanding of herbal science in the Song
Dynasty, SONG’s Chen revised Zhenzhu (Cinnabar) to Zhenzhu (Pearl) in the prescriptions for treating eye dis—
eases such as eye skin nebula. He also revised Zhenzhu (Pearl) to Zhenzhu (Cinnabar) in other prescriptions ac—
cording to the efficacy and properties of the drugs. The inconsistent use of the drug names Zhenzhu (Cinnabar)
and Zhenzhu (Pearl) among the SONG’s collated version led to the complexity and confusion of the relevant
records. It is necessary to clarify the relationship between the names and realities of Zhenzhu (Cinnabar) and
Zhenzhu (Pearl). Regarding the complexity and uncertainty of the records of Zhenzhu (Cinnabar) and Zhenzhu
(Pearl) in the SONG’s collated version blind trust should be avoided. It is necessary to refer to relevant
literature and conduct sufficient research in combination with medical principles.

[Keywords] Zhenzhu (Cinnabar); Zhenzhu (Pearl); Qianjin Yaofang; variant text; the SONG’s collated

version; the newly carved version; textural difference
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