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[Abstract] The Three Talents Theory of Yi Xue dominates the construction of the -classification and
compatibility rules of the early herbal medicine with the rank of Jun, Chen, and Zuoshi represented by the
Shennong Bencao Jing. The theory of herbal medicine inherits the moral use, values and social political order
represented by the Three Talents Theory of the Pre—Qin period, as well as the hexagram images and principles
of the Fangxiang Qiankun, driving the generation, development and evolution of the classification and compatibility
principles of herbal medicine. There are two modes of classification and compatibility in herbal medicine with
the rank of Jun, Chen, and Zuoshi, namely the one that places great emphasis on "preserving life" and the
one that places greater emphasis on "treating diseases". The former is more in line with the ontological
perspective of the Three Talents Theory. The concept of the herbal medicine’s Jun, Chen, and Zuoshi has
influenced the medical practitioners since the Shennong Bencao Jing and the Tangyin Jing, actively promoting
the construction and improvement of the theory of classification and compatibility of herbal medicine. Although
the rules and methods of herbal medicine compatibility have undergone transformation, the unchanging value
concept pursued by the medical and the Three Talents Theory of Yi Xue is the pursuit of "harmony" and "vitality".
[Keywords] Three Talents Theory; herbal classification; herbal compatibility; divinatory symbols of the
Qian; divinatory symbols of the Kun; Shennong Bencao Jing
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