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[Abstract]  In the archives of the Qing Dynasty Court, a foreign medicine called "Xibaigaguana" was
recorded, which was rewarded for treating dysentery. Today, there are still medicinal relics preserved in the
Palace Museum. This article combines the actual medicinal materials of the Forbidden City and domestic and
foreign literature materials, from the name, original plant, origin, flavor, toxicity, efficacy, history of importation
and other aspects of the examination, determined that "Xibaigaguana" is the dry root or rhizome of Carapichea
ipecacuanha (Brot.) L. Andersson, a plant native to the Rubiaceae family in South America. It was introduced
to the China by the Jesuits of St. Paul’s College in Macau during the Kangxi period of the Qing Dynasty. It
has the efficacy of diaphoresis, reducing phlegm, calming, and inducing vomiting, as well as treating dysentery
and diarrhea. It has been included in the modern pharmacopoeias of the United States, Japan, and Europe. In

this paper, through the examination of its historical records and modern research, it helps to enrich the drug
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resources in China, and provides reference for the rational clinical application and the improvement of the

quality standard of ipecac.

[Keywords] Xibaigaguana; ipecac; foreign medicine; palace medicine; dysentery; herbal archaeology
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